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Minutes of the Meeting of Hartshill Parish Council  

Tuesday 2nd July 2019 - 6.30pm Friends Meeting House  

 

Councillors: Chairman Councillor Roberts, Vice-Chair Councillor Pearson, 
Thomason, Sharp, Wood. 
In attendance: Borough Councillor Bell, O. Hardy - Parish Clerk, Philip 
Seccombe - The Police & Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire, Jo Williams - 
Community Development Worker for North Warwickshire & 3 members of the 
public.  
  
1) Welcome and apologies  
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present. Apologies accepted by the Council from 
Councillor Lees and Councillor Parker.  

2) Procedural items  
Councillors are reminded that they must act solely in the public interest and should never improperly confer an advantage or 
disadvantage on any person, or act to gain financial or other material benefits for yourself, your family, a friend or close associate – 
Noted  
  
3) Declarations of Interest  
In accordance with the Local Government Act 2000, s81 and the Parish Councils (Model code of Conduct) Order 2001, members are 
asked to declare any personal interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this 
meeting as well as any gifts or hospitality received.  This requirement applies to elected members and co-opted members – Noted  
  
4) Chairman’s Announcement  
In the interests of openness and transparency, Councillors and members of the public are reminded that the law permits any person to 
film, record, photograph or use social media in order to report on the proceedings of a meeting of the Council or its Committees when 
they are open to the public. This does not extend to live verbal commentary. Filming and photography will only be permitted from the 
area designated. No flash photography or additional lighting should be used without prior consent. Anyone wishing to report on the 
meeting should notify the Clerk or Chairman so that they can be afforded reasonable facilities. People under the age of 18 or other 
members of the public not wishing to be filmed or photographed should notify the Clerk or Chairman and should sit in the area 
designated for this purpose. Improper conduct or any disruptive behaviour could result in expulsion from the meeting – Noted  

5) Jo Williams – Community & Development Worked for Warwickshire County Council  

 Jo Williams introduced herself to the Council as the Community Development worker for 
Hartshill. She works with other organisations such as CAVA, CAB and the police and will be 
regularly dropping into the Community Centre in Hartshill or available throughout the village to 
speak to residents.  

 She can assist with various funding opportunities or finding the correct funding opportunity and 
would like the Parish Councils assistance in getting the word out about her and what she is doing 
for the village.  

 Her goal is to try to combat isolation and facilitate various community groups or assisting in 
getting funding to start up new groups. She would like to set up a focus group and get the 
opinions of residents on what they want to see in the village.  

 The Parish Council can assist by sign posting residents to Jo. 
  

6) Philip Seccombe – Police and Crime Commissioner 
 

 The PCC introduced himself to the Council and the members of the public in attendance.  
 He is currently visiting several Parish Councils to speak to them about the various issues they 

are dealing with and how the Police can assist.  
 He mentioned that the precept was increased by 12% to fund the recruitment of 150 new 

officers for Warwickshire. This should help police response time to be much faster.  
 He would also like to see two new Police response bases in Coleshill and Atherstone.  
 Road Safety – The PCC mentioned that 22 people have already been killed on Warwickshire 

roads. More officers are going into road policing.  
 The safer neighbourhood teams are also helping tackle this problem.  
 A Councillor asked with the new proposed development known as HAR 3 providing £48000 of 

S.106 money to the police, how it will benefit Hartshill in the long run? 
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 Mr Seccombe answered that this would depend on whether the money went towards revenue 
or capital expenses. Revenue would mean it would support local initiatives and Capital would 
go towards new police bases in Atherstone and Coleshill.  

 The Parish Council questioned Mr Seccombe on the road safety issue in the village and the 
lack of enforcement on Clock Bridge where the lights are constantly being ignored. He replied 
that this would need to be addressed by the Safer Neighbourhood team.  

 A member of the public questioned Mr Seccombe regarding speeding throughout Hartshill 
village. He explained that there are a number of schools in the area and 100’s of children 
crossing roads daily and cars are speeding through the village. The Parish Council had been 
trying to establish a Community Speedwatch Group but had no support from the Police. The 
Police had in fact asked the Council to stop using their own gun as it was not official 
Speedwatch equipment. Mr Seccombe responded that Highways had reported that Hartshill 
was not a problem area and was not a priority in this case. He also stated that throughout 
Warwickshire there are horrendous amounts of domestic and child abuse cases which take 
priority over issues such as speeding.  

7) Report from Councillor Bell.   

 Unfortunately, due to Councillor Bells strict schedule and the length of time the PCC report 
took Councillor Bell had to leave before she could issue her report.  

 Councillor Bell had requested that Councillor Roberts speak to the Parish Council regarding a 
previous meeting that took place between Councillor Bell, members of the Parish Council, 
members of the Hartshill Residents Group and MP Marcus Jones relating to the proposed 
HAR 3 development. MP Marcus Jones had requested that the planning application for the 
proposed development be called in to the Secretary of State. The reasoning behind his 
decision was relating to issues from the proposal not adhering to conditions outlined in the 
Neighbourhood Plan, The Quarry re-opening and complaints from residents.  

 Councillor Roberts had proposed the opportunity to speak to the full Parish Council at the 
meeting before giving the Parish Councils approval to call the plan in. It was resolved that the 
Parish Council were in favour of the application being sent to the Secretary of State.  

 The Clerk is to contact MP Marcus Jones to let him know of the Councils approval.  
 

8) Public Question Time 

No questions at this time.  

9) Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting 4th June 2019 (Ref: 040619) were signed by Chairman Cllr Roberts as a 
true record. 

10) Matters Arising 

 Councillor Bell was contacted in relation to finding out the contractors who initially quoted for the 
work to the steps in the Hayes. Unfortunately, she does not know. The Parish Council will 
continue to investigate this in order to get the steps repaired as soon as possible.  

 Ansley Parish Council recently had similar steps repaired. The Clerk is to contact the Clerk for 
Ansley Parish to find out who carried out their work.  

 Highways are inundated with complaints regarding lorries on Mancetter Road using the current 
Lorry Park. The Lorries are causing a serious hazard on the road.  

 
11) Future Parish Council Meetings 

 Councillor Parker had previously emailed Chairman Councillor Roberts to explain that 
following his election in May he would not be able to attend Parish Council meetings regularly 
due to the fact that he works nights and if possible, would the Parish Council be willing to 
adjust the schedule. 

 As the schedule for the year had already been published in February Councillor Roberts 
agreed to wait until the July meeting to discuss this issue with the Council in order to give it 
the full 6 months before any changes could be made to the schedule.  

 Councillor Roberts explained Councillor Parkers situation and asked the Councillors to vote 
on whether they would be willing to make any changes to the current schedule.  
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 Although the Councillors were sympathetic to Councillor Parkers working schedule, changing 
current meeting times would mean less Councillors would be able to attend to accommodate 
just one. At this time, it was voted by the Council to keep the meetings as they are and stay 
with the current schedule and readdress this issue again early 2020. In the meantime, the 
Council hope to see Councillor Parker at as many meetings as possible. 

12) Correspondence  

 A card was received from the previous Chairman of the Council John Randle and his wife 
Susan to express their gratitude for the gift which was presented to them during the 
Celebration held at the Community Centre to honour their contribution to both the Parish 
Council, the Community Centre and the Rec Ground over the past 21 years. The Parish 
Council and all the Volunteers are extremely grateful for their work and commitment.  

13) Planning Applications 

 Nothing to  

14)  Accounts for Payment 

 Proposed by Councillor Roberts and Seconded by Councillor Thomason that the cheques for 
the month July & August be signed. 

 Cheques Amounting to £5860.90 for July were signed (Ref: 020719) 
 Cheques Amounting to £5023.52 for August were signed due to there being no PC meeting in 

August. (Ref: 020719) 
 The Clerk presented a financial statement to the Council. 
 Following the recent internal Audit, the Clerk gave an update on the outcome of this. The 

Internal Auditor was very impressed with the records kept and how they are managed and 
noted that this massively reduced the time it took him to complete the Audit, this was reflected 
in his invoice.  

 The accounts have now been submitted for external audit Ref (Audit 2019 040619) 

15) Hartshill Cemetery 

 Application for added inscriptions received and approved by Council.  

 

16) Community Centre  

 John Randle expressed his gratitude to the library volunteers for the Celebration afternoon 
and gift. 

 The Clerk is to scan and email timetables from the Community Centre to the Councillors 
each week.  

 John Randle, the Community Centre Manager expressed some of the ideas for the future of 
the Community Centre including bringing back the pantomime, bingo and other activities. He 
mentioned how he has more energy following his operation last year and would like to 
continue his work at the Community Centre.  
 

17) Hartshill Library  
 The Library continues to do well. The summer reading challenge will be continuing this 

summer.  
 

18) Snowhill Recreation Ground 

 Nothing to report currently. 

19) Lights for the Trees on the Green 

 The lights proposed for Christmas time to be placed on the trees of Hartshill Green are working 
costly. The item is to be readdressed again in September. 
 

20) HAR 3 Development  
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 Councillor Roberts and J. Randle had a meeting with Jeff Brown regarding the development and were 

happy with the outcome of the meeting.  
 They discussed alternative arrangements for allocated parking spaces to the rear of Holy Trinity 

Church. There is to be a further meeting with Tarmac on Friday 5th July 
 

21) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Grange Road Recreation ground is being left in a mess lately with broken glass and dog 
mess. Junior football teams who access the field for training are having to clean up. The 
Borough Council are to be contacted regarding the state of the field.  

 Funding is an issue with the space currently and the Parish Council could not take over the 
management of this.  

 There is no sign on the Victoria Road bus stop, so cars are parking across it. Nigel Whyte is 
to be contacted regarding this.  

 Councillor Sharp mentioned speeding on Grange Road.  
 The Council have been asked to consider funding a memorial bench for WW2.  

 
22) The next meeting is to take place on the 3rd September 6.30pm at the Friends Meeting House, 
Hartshill.  

 
23) Meeting Closed 9.15pm 

 
 

  

Chairman…………………………………………………………  Date……………………………………………  


